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1st Transatlantic Amateur 
Amateur QSO 11/27/23

Fred Schnel (K) 1MO to 
Leon DeLoy (F) 8AB in 
France

CW at ~ 3 Mcs SW

Leon DeLoy F8AB

Fred Schnell  1MO  ARRL 
Traffic Manager



Early DX’ers 

Rochester’s

Al Balling 
8ALY

&

Bill DeWitt

8 BRD

Bill DeWitt                            Al Balling

~1930’s, 10 meter Phone, 203 oscillator, loop modulated, SG Rcvr



Bill DeWitt

As W2DD

~ 1980

World famous

for Color SS

Television DX



Rare DX was 
becoming 
more and 
more common

Russia was illusive and mysterious – a nice catch in 1930’s







KA1’s were Philippines, not New England - USA













Scientific 
Surveys were 
on the Rise 
World-Wide



Lots of Scientific Research 
Starting on the Poles.  
Mostly US Navy Support 
Personnel



Post WW2 Surplus 
Equipment Made get-
ing on-the-air much 
easier and far less 
expensive.

See 813 tube for $6.75

In the 30’s a 400 watt 
tube would be several 
hundred Dollars



How’s DX, a very popular 
QST Column, then & Now



CQ Magazine started  
a DX Column too.



And Radio Magazine, too

Anybody catch it ??



The Yagi allowed  Gain 
Antennas for the Average Ham



Operating Awards 
became popular and 
offered incentives to 
work DX.

The ARRL DXCC
Program began in 
September of 1937



Prior to RDXA, “DX Men” met for Dinners



June 9, 1947

the Rochester “DX Men”

formed the RDXA



First Officers of the RDXA
Note use of Pre- and Post-war Callsigns



Charter Members RDXA



The CW Gang

W2QCP W2CNT               W2FBA           W2SYV   W2QJM     W2UPH

W2BJH                W2PHT         W2PUD W2MA          W2REF        W2BEN



The Phone Gang

W2EDE    W2RTX    W2PYW W2FBA    W2PUN  W2RGA W2QAA W2TTQ

W2BZN           W2QCP W2SYV         W2MA          W2UPH       W2QM



Dinner Meeting format was 
very popular



As Were Summer Picnics at 
Member QTH’s



Summer Picnics featured door 
prizes from Ham Dealers



The success of any 
organization can be tied to 
their Bulletin.

The RDXA Historically had 
good Bulletins with local 
DX News

Here’s a Sample from 1949



Here’s another from 1950

This announces the RDXA 
Annual Banquet which has 
been a long tradition.

Artist was Bruce Ellie 
W2VTR



The RDXA Bulletins often featured local DX 
Men.  Shown is Sax Ringler, W2SAW



The RDXA Logo is the “Cavemen”



“Cavemen”  Shown on RDXA Sponsored QSL Card



Contesting, then as now, 
was an important activity

1948 was the first time 
RDXA entered as a Group 
and had Sectional winners 
in both phone & CW











The RDXA had a nice 
50 year celebration 
with a special event…

W2RDX/50

This is the QSL Card

Designed by K1PY
with AF2K as QSL 
Manager



RDXA is 60 Years Old

Let’s Celebrate



Celebration Plans:

W2RDX/60 On-Air Functions

Banquet with VIP Guests

Magazine / Media coverage

More…….  Your Ideas ?



RaRa . . . . . 1931

RDXA . . . . . 1947

RVHFG . . . . .  1949

RRRA . . . . . 1970

Rochester, New York
Ham Radio at it’s Best



THE END


